Digital Fabrication Lab
Architecture Building
Last Edited: October 11, 2022 Room N315

Prior to vacuum forming, you will need to consider and prepare the following items in your designing
phase.

The “buck” is the object to form the thermoplastic sheet around, and its material properties and shape
should be taken into consideration during the initial design process.

I The object should be solid enough to not buckle underneath the pressure and heat of the
thermoplastic

o0 Wood, plaster, 3D printed, and specialty foam forms work best

0 Raw pink foam bucks do not retain surface detail well during forming and will partially
collapse

f Avoid undercuts in the design to allow for the buck to be easily removed after forming

1 Bucks must
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Not all plastic sheeting is adequate or safe for thermoforming. The Digital Fabrication Lab vacuum
former is calibrated to work best with PETG plastic.

1 Recommended PETG plastic thickness is 0.04 — 0.08” thick

I Sheets must be cut to exactly 24 x 24” to adequately fit within the frame

f  For CoACM studio sections, PETG is a selectable option on the “Studio Materials Purchase
Sheet” at the beginning of each semester
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