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and are alleviated out of poverty, they become potential consumers for cheap Chinese finished 

products, such as “tires, automobile parts, stationery, perfumes, cosmetics, computer hardware, 

furniture, or machinery” (Africa Business Pages n.d.). Additionally, China provides educational 

and cultural exchanges for African students, which in turn strengthens the diplomatic relations 

between them.   

China wants to maintain its economic growth rates, and for that to happen, the goal is to 

aim for maximum productivity in its domestic economy. It is crucial to consider that China 

invests heavily in Africa to provide a relief valve to the Chinese economy by providing 

employment opportunities to its growing unemployed population. These practices are mainly 

present in the Belt and Road Initiative (B.R.I.) facilitated by China through loans with low-

interest rates, on the condition to employ Chinese contractors for the construction, operation, and 

maintenance of the B.R.I. These employment practices have been a contentious issue because 

they claim to be mutually beneficial for the African workers and the Chinese firms. However, 

they do little for the unemployment rates of African countries Chinese engineers, technicians, 

and skilled labor are employed for all phases of B.R.I. projects, from planning to maintenance, 

and some B.R.I. contracts ha, 
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