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Student Biographies

Vannesia Darby (Marketing)

I







4 

has been the transformative force in my life, and I am determined to provide similar 
opportunities to less fortunate children in my home country of Jamaica. With that vision in 
mind, I am working towards establishing a charity in Jamaica that will offer financial assistance 
to children from low socioeconomic backgrounds, ensuring they have access to quality 
education. Email me at kforbe15@students.kennesaw.edu 
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LaFrance “Tony” Ballard (Management)

I am currently serving as the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Development Lead at Flagstar Bank, 
where I oversee the enterprise diversity, equity, and inclusion curriculum. This comprehensive 
program supports the growth and development of over 7,000 employees. I have earned an 
associate degree in human resource management from the Community College of the Air 
Force, a bachelor's degree in business administration from Wayland Baptist University, and a 
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Chunxia “Trish” Zhang (Management)

I was born and raised in China, and I have accumulated over 25 years of experience in the 
Supply Chain Industry. Currently, I am embarking on a new journey in the field of education. As 
an entrepreneur, I have held the position of CEO at an international logistics company since 
1999. Last year, I also founded my own consulting company. Additionally, I serve as a part-time 
senior director and consultant at an International 3PL company, specializing in Global Supply 
Chain Management, Supplier and Buyer relations, Global 3PL Strategy, and New Product and 
Project Design. My educational background includes an AB in International Trade from Beijing 
National University, a BS in Supply Chain Management from Arizona State University, an MBA in 
Global Business from Georgia Institute of Technology, and a Lean Six Sigma Black Belt 
certification. I am particularly drawn to research topics such as Technology in Supply Chain 
Management (with a focus on Robotic Automation in Warehouses), Strategy of Outsourcing 
Suppliers, and International Logistics. During my leisure time, I indulge in creative activities like 
ceramics and painting. I also enjoy the company of my energetic 15-month-old Bernedoodle, 
Oscar. Being an adventurous soul, I have embarked on road trips across more than 30 US states, 
as well as explored countries like Germany, South Africa, Switzerland, and South Korea. I have 
also had the opportunity to study at the same university as my son twice. Currently, he is 
pursuing a master's degree in music technology at Georgia Tech, adding another layer of pride 
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Abdul Noordeen (Information Systems)

I am a seasoned IT professional with 15 years of valuable industry experience under my belt. 
Throughout my career, I have acquired various certifications, including PMP, ITIL, and Scrum 
Master. Furthermore, I have distinguished myself as a certified consultant in SAP, Salesforce, 
and Google technologies. I take pride in my work, having collaborated with prestigious Fortune 
500 companies such as Nestle, Avon Cosmetics, Mondelez, Arasco, and Betagro. Through my 
roles, I have successfully managed and led diverse teams, delivering exceptional results and 
driving organizational success. While pursuing my MBA, I had the idea of using Robotic Process 
Automation (RPA) to improve the quality of work-life balance. Inspired by this vision, I made the 
conscious decision to embark on a Ph.D. journey at Kennesaw University, delving deeper into 
this transformative field. I am known for my fun-loving nature and appetite for learning. I am 
constantly on the lookout for the latest advancements in technology, keeping myself up-to-date 
to remain at the forefront of my field. My genuine passion for growth and innovation resonates 
with my friends and colleagues, who not only enjoy my company but also seek opportunities to 
collaborate with me. Email me at anoordee@students.kennesaw.edu 






