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I am thrilled to lead the next chapter of growth in graduate 
education at Kennesaw State University. As Dean of the 

Graduate College, my team and I are working to build and 
increase enrollment and develop and refine graduate 
programs that align with Kennesaw State University’s  
strategic roadmap for growth. With these initiatives we 
support the development of human capital and the  
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BY THE NUMBERS
Kennesaw State University offers a variety of graduate programs on campus, online, 
and hybrid that provide students with the opportunity to develop advanced skills and 
knowledge in their chosen fields. 

As an R2 institution, Kennesaw State University is committed to research excellence and 
offers a range of graduate research opportunities. These opportunities allow graduate 
students to work alongside faculty members on cutting-edge research projects and 
contribute to the creation of new knowledge in their respective fields.

2022-2023 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

$21,101 
Graduate Student 

Research Travel 
Funding

Graduate and 
Professional 

Programs

4,263
Graduate Students

Fall 2022 Enrollment

Over $150k
In Giving and 
Development

76,813
Credit Hours 
Generated in 
Fall, Spring, 

and Summer 
Semesters

1,977 
Graduate Degrees 

Conferred

2,566
Total New Students

Enrolled in 
Fall, Spring, 

and Summer 
Semesters

104

ENROLLMENT TRENDS
Although there was a surge in graduate school applications during the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is expected that the trend may plateau or decrease as the job market 
stabilizes. Additionally, there may be a shift in the fields of study that are most popular, 
with increased interest in those related to healthcare and technology. 

Graduate student enrollment at KSU continues to grow at a steady pace, following national 
trends. Over the past five years, the number of graduate program students grew by 35.4%. 
Enrollment in fall of 2022 was at an all-time high of 4,263 students: up just over 6% from 
the previous year. 

Overall, the future of graduate school applications may depend on a variety of factors such 
as economic conditions, societal trends, and changes in the job market.
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Before coming to Kennesaw State 
University as an undergraduate 

student, Miyanna Clements-Williamson 
faced numerous challenges in her life. 
Raised in a single-parent household 
in a disadvantaged area, her journey 
took an unimaginable turn when she 
lost her mother to kidney failure and 
other hardships at the age of 16. With no 
guardian, Miyanna found herself moving 
from one home to another until she finally 
arrived at KSU.

As she began her journey at KSU, Miyanna 
was classified as a McKinney-Vento 
student, a designation given to those 
experiencing homelessness. Under 
the protection of the McKinney-Vento 
Act, a federal law ensuring educational 
access for homeless youth, Miyanna was 
connected with Campus Awareness, 
Resources & Empowerment (CARE) 
Services. CARE’s mission is to provide 
vital resources such as food, temporary 
housing, and other support services to 
students in need.

Miyanna expresses her gratitude for the 
invaluable support she received from 
CARE Services. She shares, “The CARE 
staff pushed me to step out of my comfort 
zone and experience college without the 
added stress of homelessness or food 
insecurity. They opened doors to various 
opportunities on campus and supported 
me as I collaborated with Dr. Debbie 
Smith to publish a research article and 
present it at a national conference. They 
helped me navigate unfamiliar territory 
and achieve things I never thought 
possible, like earning my college degree.”

Currently pursuing a master’s degree 
in social work, Miyanna is on track to 

graduate in 2024. Reflecting on her 
first year, she happily asserts, “I have 
cherished every moment of it, from diving 
into the field of social work to forming 
meaningful connections with the faculty 
and staff.” Miyanna credits faculty and 
staff such as Kate Dorrough, Lauren 
Fournier, Carrie Olsen, Dr. Debbie Smith, 
Marcy Stidum, and Dr. Alissa Tertichny 
for their support and guidance during 
her transition to graduate school. “Each 
of these remarkable individuals played 
a significant role in helping me earn my 
undergraduate degree, and I am hopeful 
that with their continued support, I will 
graduate from graduate school in the 
coming year.”

At Kennesaw State University, students 
receive ongoing mentorship and support 
from the dedicated faculty and staff, 
empowering them to achieve their 
academic and career goals. Miyanna 
wholeheartedly agrees and expresses 
her deep gratitude to everyone who has 
supported her along the way. “When I 
first entered college,” she confides, “I was 
overwhelmed with fear and felt utterly 
alone as I navigated the complexities of 
adulthood. Now, thanks to the unwavering 
support I have received, I feel equipped 
to enter the workforce successfully and 
aspire to give back to those who have 
helped me by assisting others who are 
facing similar challenges.”

Miyanna’s inspiring journey exemplifies 
the transformative power of mentorship 
and support in higher education, 
reminding us of the profound impact 
that caring individuals, compassionate 
institutions, donations, and scholarships 
can have on students’ lives.

I chose to return 
to KSU for my 
master’s in social 
work because of the 
support I received 
from the faculty 
and staff while I was 
an undergraduate 
student.

“
- �Miyanna Clements-Williamson 

MSW Candidate, May 2024

�������������

Overcoming Adversity, Embracing Support:  
Miyanna Clements-Williamson’s Journey at KSU
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The MS in Computer Science has led the graduate programs by total enrollment for the 
past three years, reflecting the increasing desire of IT professionals to prepare for advanced 
technology, management or consulting roles in technology fields. 

The Master of Business Administration continues to be a popular choice among 
prospective students who wish to gain access to networking opportunities, access to 
industry leaders, and a chance to specialize in a particular area of business. 

These as well as an array of programs in technology, business, healthcare, and education 
represent the largest areas in enrollment. 

PROSPECTIVE STUDENT AUDIENCE

A diverse pool of applicants continues to be 
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eighth grade, ultimately finding that the 
participants believed the program had a 
positive impact on their social skills.

“I feel grateful that folks seemed to resonate 
with that, because at the end of the day 
it’s all about creating those feel-good 
connections and making sure everyone—
especially in intimate relationships—can feel 
seen and connected and also have fun as 
we do it,” Wehlan said. “Dance has done it 
for me, and it seems like other people like to 
get their groove on, too.”

Sayenju was awarded $1,000 for her first-
place presentation, while Wehlan earned 
$750 for second place and an additional 
$350 for winning the people’s choice award.

Director of Undergraduate Research Amy 
Buddie, Interim Vice President for Research 
Tyler Reinagel, and Office of University 
Development Grants & Contracts Writer 

https://giving.kennesaw.edu/online-giving/graduate-college.php
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W hen asked about his decision to 
attend Kennesaw State University, 

https://giving.kennesaw.edu/online-giving/graduate-college.php
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Kennesaw State University introduced 
the Double Owl Pathways in 2021 with the 
aim of empowering highly motivated and 
dedicated students to expedite their journey 
toward a master’s degree. This program 
allows undergraduate students to take up 
to nine hours of graduate-level coursework 
during their final year, counting toward 
both their undergraduate and graduate 
degree requirements. By participating in 
this pathway, students can complete their 
undergraduate studies faster and earn a 

master’s degree in just one year instead of 
the traditional two. This accelerated path 
offers numerous advantages, such as time 
and cost savings, while equipping students 
with advanced knowledge and skills that 
enhance their career prospects.

Since its 
inception, the 
Double Owls 
Pathways has been 
steadily gaining popularity. As of the 2022-
2023 cycle, a total of 386 students have been 
accepted into the program. Presently, 45 
students are enrolled in a graduate program 
at KSU, and four students have already 
successfully graduated with a master’s 
degree through this pathway. The program 
has expanded considerably, now offering 
over 130 Pathways options across a diverse 
range of academic disciplines, allowing 
undergraduate students ample choices to 
explore their areas of interest. 

KSU President Kathy Schwaig expressed 
her enthusiasm for the program’s growth, 
highlighting the intention to expand the 
Double Owl Pathway into various academic 
programs. She further emphasized that 
while many students still prefer the 
traditional model of earning separate 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees, the Double 
Owl Pathways provides an alternative option 
for students to choose the educational path 
that suits them best.

Current undergraduate students at KSU are 
eligible to apply for a Double Owl Pathway 
once they have earned a minimum of 30 
credit hours at the University. To ensure 
a seamless experience, each student is 
assigned an advisor who offers guidance 
and support throughout the program, 
helping them navigate their educational 
journey and align their choices with their 
goals and aspirations.

Double Owl Pathways Gaining Ground

As of the 2022-2023 
cycle, a total of 386 
students have been 
accepted into the 
program. Presently, 
45 students are 
enrolled in a graduate 
program at KSU, and 4 
students have already 
successfully graduated 
with a master’s degree 
through this pathway. 

GRADUATE STUDENT
APPRECIATION WEEK

Graduate Student Appreciation Week is 
an annual celebration held during the first 
week of April, and is dedicated to expressing 
support and gratitude for the contributions, 
impact, and value of graduate students. 
The Graduate College planned a variety of 
events that began on Monday, April 3, with 
staffed tables set up on both the Kennesaw 
and Marietta campuses where students 
could receive complimentary t-shirts, swag 
items, and seek answers to general inquiries.

An informative session on mental health 
provided valuable insights and resources, 
empowering students to prioritize their 
mental well-being. Additionally, a delightful 
wine and cheese reception allowed 
participants to take a break from their 
studies and engage in socializing, fostering 
meaningful connections with their peers 
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Devan Sprayberry, a dual master’s 
degree student and recipient of the 

Frazier Family Disability Scholarship and 
the KSU Alumni Endowed Scholarship for 
Graduate Students, successfully completed 
his MBA in Summer 2023 and is making 
steady progress to complete his master’s 
in information systems by March 2024. 
Balancing multiple majors is not unfamiliar 
territory for Devan, as he previously 

https://giving.kennesaw.edu/online-giving/scholarships.php
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GRADUATE COLLEGE STAFF
Our graduate staff work to help students through the graduate admissions process 
and plan out the needs of the graduate programs. 

Juliet Langman, Ph.D.
Dean and Professor of Applied Linguistics

David Baugher, MPA
Senior Institutional Research Analyst

Mark Forehand, J.D.



3391 Town Point Dr NW 
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