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Innovative, Cutting Edge, Theoretical Foundations, Driven by 
Real-World Problems 
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The graduate college at KSU provides an online orientation to the graduate students: 
https://gradorientation.kennesaw.edu/  
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• Computer Science Ph.D. program homepage: https://www.kennesaw.edu/degrees-
programs/doctoral-degrees/computer-science.php 

• Graduate Admissions: https://www.kennesaw.edu/admissions/graduate/index.php  
• Graduate College student portal: https://graduate.kennesaw.edu/student-resources/ 
• Graduate catalog: https://catalog.kennesaw.edu/index.php  
• Graduate college forms: https://graduate.kennesaw.edu/forms/student-forms.php 
• Graduate writing program: https://writingcenter.kennesaw.edu/gwp/index.php 
• Office of the registrar: https://registrar.kennesaw.edu/ 
• Kennesaw State University student portal: https://www.kennesaw.edu/current-

students/ 
• Parking and transportation: https://www.kennesaw.edu/parking/ 
• Student health insurance: https://registrar.kennesaw.edu/student-resources/student-

insurance.php 
• Commencement: https://www.kennesaw.edu/commencement/ 
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1.1.
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1.3. Benefits of a CS Ph.D. at Kennesaw State University 
 

• Customized Research – Conduct innovative research projects tailored to student’s 
specific professional goals, whether in academia or the applied research needs of 
industry. 

• Study Flexibility – Gain valuable expertise in advanced areas of study, including artificial 
intelligence, immersive technologies, 
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2.1. Program Administration 
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3.1. Admission Requirements 
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The program committee considers several factors when making admissions decisions, 
including 
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from a college other than CCSE at KSU. All committee members must be graduate faculty 
members at KSU and in tenured or tenure-track positions. 
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The Dissertation Advisor serves as the Chair of a student’s Dissertation Committee and 
directs student’s research on a day-to-day basis. To be a Dissertation Advisor, a faculty 
member must meet several requirements, some of which are: 
 

• Be a Program Faculty for CS Ph.D. Program. 
• Must hold a Ph.D. in Computer Science or closely related field.  
• Must be a tenured or tenure-track CCSE faculty member with full graduate 

faculty status. 
 
The Dissertation Advisor has three main responsibilities: guiding the student’s overall 
research direction, providing day-by-day advising to the student, and ensuring the 
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Year 1 – F
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4.5. Major Milestones 
 

The following timeline excludes Summer Semesters. 
 
Full-time Students 
 

Milestone When 
Identification of tentative 
dissertation advisor 

1st semester in the program 

Depth Exam Committee formation Within two weeks of the start of 2nd semester in 
the program 

Comprehensive Examination 
completion 

Before completing 18 credit hours (2nd semester) 
in the program 
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4.6. Candidacy – Post Proposal Defense 
 

Upon successfully completion of Proposal Defense a student is considered a candidate for 
Ph.D. 
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5.1. Overview 
 
The CS Ph.D. program at KSU is highly competitive, both for admission as well as for 
funding. Admitted students who request funding may be eligible for a Graduate Research 
Assistantship (GRA) or a Graduate Teaching Assistantship (GTA). Funded students receive 
support in the form of a Graduate Assistant appointment and a tuition waiver. Funding is 
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GRA responsibilities vary greatly and may include, but not limited to: 
• Being able to prototype/implement models for problem solving 
• Conducing literature reviews or library research 
• Preparing materials for submission to funding agencies and foundations 
• Writing reports and/or papers 
• 
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The Advisee 
 
In order for a student to acquire their Ph.D. degree, they must participate in the 
research process. Furthermore, a student working as a Graduate Research Assistant is 
also an employee who helps the advisor and his research group meet the project 
requirements that may have external stakeholders. Sometimes, as an employee, your 
set of duties may not directly align with your educational goals and research 
interests/objectives.  
 
Mutual Expectations 
 
Students Expect from their Advisor: 
 
Respect 

• Respect as a person, student, and employee 
• Recognition and respect for differences in culture, ethnicity, gender, and other 

dimensions of diversity 
• Commitment of time, effort, and financial support (advising only as many 

students as resources permit) 
• Allowing the student to communicate and express concerns without the fear of 

retribution. 
• Understanding of student’s commitments to coursework and GRA 

responsibilities. 
 

Open and clear communications 
• Mutually agreed upon expectations for student’s collaboration with other 

faculty, students or teams 
• Mutually agreed upon expectations for frequency and format of communication 
• Clear communication about project timelines, availability and nature of funding, 

level of effort and research expectations 
• Timely review and feedback on student’s research and academic progress 
• Notification of and appropriate resolution of issues that arise within the 

program, be they academic, research, financial or interpersonal in nature. 
 

Guidance on research and degree completion 
• Guidance on planning and managing research projects from conception to 

publication 
• 
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Guidance on career 

• Advice on advancing professional goals in the direction most desired by the 
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In the CS Ph.D. program, your GTA duties may be with a different faculty member than 
your dissertation advisor. The department will make every attempt the align these, but it 
is not guaranteed. 
 
The CS Ph.D. GTA comes with a, 

• Stipend, and a 
• Full tuition waiver 
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Please refer to the graduate catalog of the term you were admitted in for coursework 
requirements: 
https://catalog.kennesaw.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=61&poid=7223&returnto=4611  
 

6.1. Internships 
 

CS Ph.D. students are required to take 6-credit hours of internship as a part of their Ph.D. 
study. These may be requested as CSE 7983 Graduate Internship or DS 9700 Doctoral 
Internship. Students wanting to take internships for credit are required to obtain prior 
approval from the ACC and the Program Director. 
 
Student must submit the following, at least a month before the start of the semester in 
which the student wishes to take the internship, to the Program Director: 
 
1. Copy of the internship offer letter that includes, 

a. The number of hours worked and time-period of the internship. 
b. Job description and responsibilities. 

2. Your direct supervisor and company name with contact information
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evaluation will take place in April/May. The elements of the evaluation include the 
following:  
 
1. Current transcript 
2. An updated Curriculum Vitae (CV)  
3. A Progress Report (details below)  
4. GRA/GTA evaluations from supervisor 
5. Evidence of any Student Conduct and Academic Integrity violations.  

 
The deadlines are announced at the start of the semester in which your annual review is 
due. 
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All students (full-time and part-time): Progress Report from student includes a one-
page reflective narrative written by the student discussing his/her achievements and 
progress over the last year.  
 
Progress report prepared by your advisor: It shall include, 
a. Research focus/Dissertation topic 
b. Specific timeline for achieving major milestones (e.g., completing courses, taking 

comps, defending the proposal, submitting presentations and papers)  
c. Potential career path/Steps taken toward professional goals 
d. Specific contributions made to the Ph.D. program 
e. Learning accomplishments/outcomes 
 
Each sub-section of the report should be no more than 250 words in length.  The reports 
will be shared with the ACC who will review the progress reports.  
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Before choosing a new advisor, a student must keep in mind that every faculty member, 
due to different circumstances, in the College may not be eligible or available to advise a 
Ph.D. student. Therefore, the student must consult with the Program Director on how to 
determine eligible advisors. Several factors go into 




