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(Revised 12/18/2014) 

Master of Science in Criminal Justice 
Procedures and Suggested Guidelines for Thesis 

 
I. Student Considerations 
 
1) Complete all six core courses before enrolling in thesis.  

 
2) Spend time reading and studying the samples of the theses provided to you.  Keep in mind that your 

thesis must conform to the American Psychological Association (APA) style of writing. 
 
3) Complete the following three steps before discussing your thesis with the potential chair of the 
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o Data collection process 
o Data analysis plan (what research technique(s), why, and 

how) 

 Chapter 4  
(Findings)  

 Report the empirical findings of the study through tables, figures, 
and / or charts and their interpretations 

 Chapter 5 
(Discussion and 
Conclusion) 

 Discussion  
o Offer your evaluation of the results and when possible, 

relate the findings to those presented in the literature 
review section 

o Explain whether the hypotheses were supported 
o Provide policy implications 

 Conclusion  
o Summarize key findings of the study 
o Address limitations of the study that might have affected 

the results 
o �^�µ�P�P���•�š���(�µ�š�µ�Œ�����Œ���•�����Œ���Z�������•�������}�v���Ç�}�µ�Œ���•�š�µ���Ç�[�•���(�]�v���]�v�P�• 

 
 
III. Final Thesis Defense Dates 
 



(12/18/2014 by Cobkit) 

Procedural Guidelines for Defending Thesis 
  
Students must be currently enrolled during the semester in which your thesis is defended and the 
semester in which the student files the thesis for graduation.  The final defense takes place only in the 
fall and spring semesters.  When the thesis is ready to be defended, the following steps are required:   
   
1. The Thesis Committee chair and the student, in consultation with the committee members, agree 

that the thesis or project is ready for a defense.    
 

2. 
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