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publication of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, a fictional account of a secret meeting 
between Jewish leaders who plotted to take control of the world. The belief in this work 
continued throughout the twentieth century and is still published in some parts of the world 
today. Hitler blamed the failings of the German army in World War I on Jews. 

Not only was antisemitism rampant in Europe; it also thrived in the United States and it still 
exists today. In the twenty-first century, Jews continue to be used as scapegoats, including 
the cause of the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.
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Materials created by the National Archives and Records Administration are in the public domain.

































Teacher’s G
uide

Enduring Tension: (En)Countering Antisemitism in Every Age

do not make such an affirmation out of sheer bravado. We do not say it just to keep our 
spirit high. We affirm our spiritual heritage because we know that only when man—
every man—lives by God’s law, no matter how dangerous or difficult it may seem to 
be—that only then can he find personal security and help achieve peace and tranquility 
for all humanity.  
 
Nor do we stand alone. On that certain knowledge rests the most heartening lesson 
we have learned. This dastardly and despicable act of desecration has roused the 
conscience of decent men and women everywhere. The countless messages of comfort 








